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WHO WE ARE

People’s Planet Project is a global movement, empowering Indigenous communities to protect
our forests and its biodiversity through videos and geospatial data. We support Indigenous
communities and equip them with filmmaking skills and cartography tools to capture
environmental change and Indigenous forestry destruction, telling first-hand stories that will
create social and policy change at local and global levels. We are driven by the belief that
providing Indigenous communities with a skill set to tell powerful visual stories on the
unsustainable practices faced, will enable policy action around issues that affect the livelihood
and well-being of the most vulnerable communities.

We believe that video technology and geospatial data could be used as a tool for
the advancement of Indigenous rights and the preservation of nature.



WHAT'S AT STAKE

Indigenous communities are the first people to experience changing climates ranging from extreme
droughts to long-lasting rainfall causing floods and havoc. Indigenous forests are cleared for commercial
purposes, releasing carbon into the atmosphere to drive global warming while leaving Indigenous
communities landless. Those communities are left with no avenues to resist the unsustainable land
grabbing and address this on a local and global level.

*United Nations' Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)

A N  E S T I M A T E D  1 8  M I L L I O N  A C R E S  O F  F O R E S T ,  W H I C H  I S
R O U G H L Y  T H E  S I Z E  O F  T H E  C O U N T R Y  O F  P A N A M A ,  A R E  L O S T
E A C H  Y E A R . *



OUR APPROACH 

W E  T E L L . . .  

. . .stor ies with purpose.  Indigenous peoples are on the frontl ine of  the
dangerous f ight for  the world’s  forests .  We bring Indigenous r ights to
the attention of c iv i l  society and pol icy makers through part ic ipatory
f i lms and geospatia l  data.  
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W E  C O L L A B O R A T E . . .

. . .with environmental  lawyers involved in ground breaking
environmental  and human r ights issues global ly .  The strategic
partnerships and the geostorytel l ing approach wi l l  enable Indigenous
communit ies to advocate and campaign for environmental  and
Indigenous r ights on a local  and global  level .  

W E  S U P P O R T . . .  

. . . Indigenous communit ies and equip them with f i lmmaking and
cartography ski l ls  to capture their  dai ly  struggles regarding Indigenous
forestry destruct ion and tel l  f i rst-hand stor ies that would al low social
and pol icy change at  a local  and global  level .  The goal  is  to use videos
and spat ia l  data as proof of  evidence to recla im Indigenous forestry
lands back.  
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O U R  U L T I M A T E  G O A L . . .

. . . is  to transfer f i lmmaking and cartography ski l ls  to the communit ies
who are on the frontl ine of  the dangerous f ight  to protect the forests of
our planet.  The video content and maps produced by those communit ies
wi l l  help to document the human r ights abuses and deforestat ion faced
everyday.  We connect Indigenous communit ies with environmental
lawyers to help them use the video content and maps as a proof of
evidence in court  to recla im and protect forest  terr itor ies from
deforestat ion.  
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COMMITTED TO SUPPORT THE GUARDIANS OF THE FORESTS 
IN THEIR JOURNEY TO PROTECT THE LUNGS OF OUR PLANET. 
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GEOSTORY
CAMPS AT
HEART

WHAT IT 
ENTAILS

We train a new generation of Indigenous community members by
providing the tools and skills to produce video content and develop
geospatial maps to capture environmental change and tell first-hand
stories that would allow social and policy change at a local and global
level.

We organize GeoStory Camps, i.e. filmmaking and cartography
workshops. The GeoStory Camps are realized while partnering with
local filmmakers and geospatial analysts who are able to offer those
workshops in the local spoken language. The ultimate goal is to use
video content and geospatial data as a proof of evidence to reclaim
Indigenous forestry lands back.

Indigenous community members who attend a GeoStory Camp will
have the opportunity to receive a training of trainers. This will allow
for a sustainable knowledge circle among the community.



OBJECTIVES 

01 To use video technology and geospatia l  data as a
tool  for  the advancement of  Indigenous r ights and
the preservat ion of nature.

02 To transfer f i lmmaking and cartography ski l ls  to
the communit ies who are on the frontl ine of  the
dangerous f ight to protect the forests of  our
planet.  

03 To ensure local  ownership and long-term project
sustainabi l i ty .

04 To connect Indigenous communit ies with
environmental  lawyers and use the video
content and maps as a proof of  evidence in court
to recla im and protect forest  terr itor ies .

GEOSTORY
CAMPS AT
HEART



BOARD AND GOVERNANCE 

Comprised of representat ives from the f i lm industry,  academic inst itut ions,  Indigenous
act iv ists  and lawyers,  the Advisory Board is  responsible pr imari ly  for  strategy and
oversight of  the Management Team who are responsible for the dai ly  operat ions of
People 's  Planet Project .  Members of  the Advisory Board do not receive a salary or any
other compensation for their  work,  and typical ly  meet twice a year to discuss the long-
term strategy.  The fol lowing l ist  includes al l  members of  the Advisory Board:

Note: Members of the Board do not receive a salary or any other compensation for their work.



J É R É M I E  G I L B E R T ,  A D V I S O R Y  B O A R D  M E M B E R

Jérémie Gi lbert  is  a  Professor of  Human Rights Law. His main area of  research is  on the
rights of  Indigenous communit ies ,  part icular ly their  r ights to land and natural
resources.  Jérémie has worked with several  Indigenous communit ies across the globe
and regular ly serves as a consultant for  several  internat ional  organizat ions support ing
Indigenous r ights .  As a legal  expert ,  he has been involved in providing legal  br iefs ,
expert  opinions and carrying out evidence gathering in several  cases involving
Indigenous peoples ’  land r ights across the globe.

M A R I N E  C A L M E T ,  A D V I S O R Y  B O A R D  M E M B E R

Marine Calmet is  a  lawyer and environmental ist ,  committed to the recognit ion of the
rights of  nature and Indigenous peoples.  She is  the co-founder of  Wild Legal ,  a  nonprofit
organizat ion that promotes the study,  pract ice and advancement of  environmental  law.
Marine is  committed to ignite new effect ive responses to the ecological  problems that
surround us.



J U L I A N  B U S Q U E S T S ,  A D V I S O R Y  B O A R D  M E M B E R

Jul ian Busquets is  an award-winning documentary f i lm director who started Veedro
Fi lms,  a  f i lm production company in São Paulo.  Jul ian is  known for working direct ly with
Indigenous tr ibes throughout the Brazi l ian Amazon.  He is  currently in post production
for “The Spir i t  of  Tatá” ,  a  feature length documentary about a 103-year-old shaman from
the Yawanawá Tribe.  Jul ian's  hands on experience also led to a documentary about the
“Guardians of  the Forest”  from the Guajajara Tr ibe,  premiered on Good Morning America
in conjunction with the ABC News Invest igat ive Unit .

A B D E L  M A N D I L I ,  E X E C U T I V E  B O A R D  M E M B E R  

Abdel  Mandi l i  founded People’s  Planet Project  with the aim to assist  Indigenous
communit ies in their  batt le against  deforestat ion.  He has focused on rais ing awareness
of issues about c l imate change and Indigenous l ivel ihood destruct ion through his  work
as a f i lmmaker.  His  most recent documentary ‘The Indigenous Quest ’  is  about the
massive forest  loss in Borneo caused by big mult inat ionals  to c lear land for palm oi l
plantat ions at  the cost of  Indigenous customary lands.



People's Planet Project is a nonprofit  registered in The Netherlands under RSIN: 860079363 


